Western Maryland Health System Foundation, Inc.
SOPHIA E. POWELL SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM

PROGRAM TERMS

Purposes of Program. To promote the training of local bachelor’s degree level nurses (BSN) to pursue an advanced degree as a Certified Registered Nurse Practitioner (CRNP); to promote retention of local residents as skilled health providers in the local health community, serving UPMC Western Maryland.

Persons Eligible. Applicants must hold a bachelor’s degree in nursing (BSN), and be accepted into an accredited CRNP program.  Nurses working for UPMC Western Maryland are preferred but not required.  Applicants must attend school as a full-time student (minimum 12 credit hours/semester) and carry a minimum 3.0 cumulative GPA.  Residency is not a requirement.
Scholarship Amounts/Payment. The scholarship funds are awarded at up to $20,000 for education/training at an accredited school. Funds are awarded as follows: Up to $10,000 in the fall of 2025 and up to $10,000 in the spring of 2026. Payment is made directly to the school for eligible costs. 

Eligible Costs. Eligible costs for payment of scholarship funds are tuition, fees, books, and other specifically approved costs of an approved curriculum.

Requirements and Conditions. During their education/training Recipients are required to:

(a) Continuously participate as a full-time student in an approved curriculum without interruption.

(b) Maintain good academic performance (meaning a cumulative 3.0 GPA, unless otherwise designated);

(c) Maintain satisfactory progress for completion of the Curriculum by the designated completion date; and

(d) Authorize copies of records, grade transcripts and progress and status reports to be provided to Foundation and to provide, upon request, all information related to the Recipient's progress in the Curriculum as may be requested.

Service Commitment. Recipients must also agree to a Service Commitment that upon completion of the educational program, they will be employed at the UPMC-WM for one (1) year of employment for each year of scholarship funding received.

Repayment/Suspension of Repayment. Recipients must agree to repay the amount of scholarship funding received. However, the repayment obligation is suspended so long as the Recipient is a full-time student complying with the terms of this Program. On completion of the Curriculum, repayment is suspended for so long as the Recipient works as an employee pursuant to their Service Commitment. Upon completion of the Full-Service Commitment as agreed, the repayment obligation is fully satisfied and discharged.

Scholarship Funding Agreement. The Recipients must execute a Scholarship Funding Agreement describing the obligations of the Recipient and the terms and conditions of the Scholarship Program including the terms set forth herein.

Income Taxes. The Recipient is responsible for any income taxes that may be due as a result of the scholarship funding or the discharge of any repayment obligation, and Recipients should consult with their personal tax advisor regarding proper tax treatment. 
